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SUB J : IRANIAN MEDIA REACTION: CONTINUING THE OIL EMBARGO 
BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

1. LEAD EDIT "STRAINING ARJM UNITY" MARCH 1 1 IN MORNING DAILY, 
TEHRAN JOURNAL, SEES RECRUDESCENCE GC SHARP DIFFERENCES IN ARAB 
COMMUNITY OVER WISDOM OF LIFTING OIL EMBARGO AGAINST US. EDIT 
FORECASTS THESE DIFFERENCES WILL SURFACE BOLDY AT MEETING OF ARAB 
OIL MINISTERS SET FOR MARCH 13 IN LIBYA. 

2. EDIT MAKES WHAT IS BY NOW LOCAL MEDIA'S PRO FORMA ATTACK ON 
ATTITUDES EXPRESSED BY SAUDI ARABIA'S YAMANI. IT OBSERVES: 
"REGARDLESS OF THE MERIT OF THE OIL EMBARGO, THERE SEEMS TO BE 
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SOME LOGIC IN THE ARGUMENT OF THOSE ARABS WHO OPPOSE ITS LIFTING." 
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3. EDIT ASSERTS THAT US HAS YET TO SO ACT ON MATTER OF MIDDLE 
EAST AS TO JUSTIFY ENDING THE EMBARGO: "THE POINT THAT THE UNITED 
STATES HAS BEEN IMPORTING MORE OIL THAN BEFORE THE EMBARGO DOES 
NOT REALLY ENTER THE ARGUMENT. IT IS THE PRINCIPLE OF THE THING 
THAT HAS RAISED THE IRE OF SO MANY ARAB OIL PRODUCERS. THEY DO NOT 
THINK, AND JUSTIFIABLY SO. THAT THE ACTIONS OF THE UNTIED STATES 
MERIT THE LIFTING OF THE EMBARGO. ONCE AGAIN, REGARDLESS OF THE 
MERITS OF THE EMBARGO, IT LOOKS WRONG TO TAKE A STEP AND THEN 
ABANDON IT HALFWAY." 

END UNCLASSIFIED; BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

4. IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT ATTITUDES EXPRESSED IN THIS EDIT ARE 
CONTRARY TO IRANIAN POSITION AS STATED EARLIER BY SHAH THAT, 

SINCE BOYCOTT IS INEFFECTIVE, IT SHOULD BE DROPPED. 

WINKLER 
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